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application: 

Listing of Claims: 

56. (currently amended) A method of processing over a computer network forms 
directed by multiple public forms users to multiple institutions of higher education, the forms 
being processed by a third party forms servicer that is neither one of the institutions of higher 
education nor one of the public forms users, the method comprising: 

presenting to a form user over a computer network by a third party forms servicer in 
response to a request fwSi^^^mus^^i fofmHirected to one ofthe multiple institutions of 
higher education, the form being generated by a forms generator that generates multiple forms 
corresponding to multiple institutions of higher education, fe e forms g e nerator g e n e rating forms 
that ore customiz e d^ app e aranc e and cont e nt in accordanc e with th e pr e ference of tho 
institution to which each of th e forms is - <liroctod and that inolud e on indication of sourc e 
corresponding to th e 4 nstitution - to which e ach of th e forms is directed so as to provide to the 
users of the forms th e app e arance that tho forma aro agoooiated with the sp e cific instituti eafrte 
which they ar e dir e ct e d , the forms including fields for the forms users to enter user information; 

entering user information onto th e form; 

entering payment information; 

receiving by the third party forms servicer over the computer network user information 
and electronic payment information entered by the user; 
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processing by the third party forms servicer an electronic payment associated with the 
form, the processed payment being from the user to the one of the multiple institutions to which 
the form is directed? 

storing by the third party forms servicer at least some of the user information entered on 
the for m in a user database ; and 

making w e b bas e d vi e wing or uploading of at least aome of th e stor e d user iiifonnatiofrjfl 
tho user dntnbaae available by the third party forms s e rvic e r to th e one of the multipl e institutions 
to which th e form is dir e ct e d, 

th e third party forms servicer providing to public form us e rs customized forms id e ntifi e d 
with institutions of higher e ducation and providing to th e institutions web4>ased-aeeosa to the 
data, whil e r e li e ving the in s titution's burden of proofing forms and paym e nts . 

maintaining by the third party forms servicer a transaction state for the form so as to 
prevent duplicate submission or payment 

Claims 57- 66 (cancelled) 

67. (previously presented) The method of claim 56 further comprising: 
presenting over a computer network by the third party forms servicer m response to a 

request from the form user, a second form directed to one of the multiple institutions of higher 
education; and 

automatically inserting into the second form user information previously entered onto a 
form by the form user, 

68. (cancelled) 



-3- 

PACE 7/35* RCVD AT 8/17/2006 11:13:01 AM [Eastern Daylight Ttme] * S VR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/42 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:512 476 1513 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-22 



Aug. 1 7. 2006 1 0:03AM HILGERS BELL & RICHARDS LLP No. 2616 P. 8 

Application No.: 10/673,674 

Filing Date: 09/29/2003 ™— * * 

Office Action Dated March 21, 2006 BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

Amendment dated August 1 1, 2006 
Attorney Docket No.: C069 

69. (previously presented) The method of claim 56 in which presenting to a form user 
over a computer network by a third party forms servicer in response to a request from the form 
user a form directed to one of the multiple institutions of higher education includes presenting a 
form including multiple pages. 

70. (currently amended) The method of claim 69 further comprising verifying in 
accordance with validation criteria user information on each of the multiple pages as they are 
poste d_by the form user . 

71. (previously presented) The method of claim 70 in which verifying in accordance 
with validation criteria user information on each of the multiple pages as they are posted includes 
verifying the user information at a client computer or at a server computer. 

72. (currently amended) The method ofclaim 70 in which the validatiofeteria 
specified by the sefeee Hnstitution t o which the form is directed. 

73. (previously presented) The method of claim 70 further comprising verifying in 
accordance with first validation criteria user information on each of the multiple pages as they 
are posted and verifying in accordance with second validation criteria user information when a 
completed form is submitted. 

74. (previously presented) The method of claim 73 in which verifying user information 
in accordance with first validation criteria includes verifying user information at a client 
computer and in which verifying user information in accordance with second validation criteria 
includes verifying user information at a server computer. 

Claims 75 -92 (cancelled) 
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93, (currently amended) The method of claim 84 in which ent e ring receiving electronic 
payment information includes entering r eceiving electronic p ayment information entered onto 
the form. 

Claim 94-1 19 (Cancelled) 

1 20. (new) The method of claim 56 in which maintaining a transaction state includes 
maintaining a transaction state using at least one hidden field in a page of the form. 

12L (new) The method of claim 1 20 further comprising determining whether a 
payment has been submitted by parsing a hidden field on the page of the form. 

122. (new) The method of claim 56 in which the maintaining a transaction state 
includes maintaining the form within one state selected from a set of states, the set of states 



including an active state, a submitted state, and a paid state. 

123. (new) The method of claim 56 in which presenting a form to a form user over a 
computer network includes presenting a form using a stateless communications conduit « 

124. (new) The method of claim 123 in which the stateless communication conduit 
includes the World Wide Web. 

125. (new) The method of claim 56 in which the state of the form is maintained in a 
database table. 

126. (new) The method of claim 56 further comprising causing the form to enter a first 
state after the form user submits payment information and before the payment is settled. 

127. (new) The method of claim 126 further comprising causing the form to enter a 



second state after the payment is settled. 
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1 28. (new) The method of claim 126 in which causing the form to enter the first state 
prevents the form user from making further changes to the form. 

1 29. (new) The method of claim 56 further comprising, if the form indicates that the 
form user is paying by check or is requesting a fee waver, causing the form to enter a hold state 
until the check is received or the fee waiver is approved. 

130. (new) The method of claim 126 further comprising transmitting the completed 
form to the form user to view after causing the form to enter the first state. 

131. (new) The method of claim 1 26 in which the form enters a paid state after 
**g«^*r J^yment is submitted and before the payment is acknowledge by the institution or settled, and 

the fonn then enters a completed state when the form is acknowledged by the institution and the 



payment is settled. 

132. (new) The method of claim 126 in which if the form is not settled, the form 
returns to an active state. 

133. (new) A computer system, comprising: 

a processor for carrying out computer instructions; 

a computer readable memory storing instructions for performing the steps of claim 56. 
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